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READING MATTER FOR SECOND GRADE 



ELSIE A. WYGANT 
The University Elementary School 



Experience as the basis and dynamic center of all the work of 
the children determines the subject-matter of their reading. But 
not all the most intense experiences or enthusiastic interests of 
children lie within any outline covered by history, science, and 
geography. Any hard and fast conformity to these subjects 
brings about that pernicious form of correlation which makes one 
hesitate ever to use the term, that is, the correlation of subject- 
matter, rather than the correlation of children's interests. 

Love of stories as stories which have no bearing upon either 
food supply, seed distribution, or the cardinal points of the com- 
pass are essential interests of childhood. Therefore stories, 
rhymes, and riddles are used in and out of season. The following 
have given much pleasure to one group of children. These are 
taken from Sing Song a volume of children's verse by Christina 
Rossetti. The book is out of print save in the author's complete 
works. Yet it is one of those rare, good things which should go 
on the shelf with the Child's Garden of Verse and Mother Goose. 

Mother Goose herself never took more charming flights than 
does Christina Rossetti in some of her Sing Song verses; but like 
the Rhymes of Mother Goose a culling process is necessary, 
because, among these wholesome childlike jingles, are some so 
morbid, so full of hopeless misery, that one would hesitate ever to 
put the volume, as a whole, before children. 

Because of this need of selection and the difficulty in procuring 
the volume a few are here printed. These will serve during the 
fall and winter as a part of the reading-matter for the second 
grade. 

I 

Mix a pancake, 
Stir a pancake, 
Pop it in the pan; 
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Fry a pancake, 
Toss a pancake, 
Catch it if you can. 
IV 
Fly away, fly away over the sea, 
Sun-loving swallow for summer is done. 

Come again, come again, come back to me, 
Bringing the summer and bringing the sun. 

V 
A peach for brothers, one for each, 

A peach for you and a peach for me. 
But the biggest, rosiest, downiest peach 
For grandmamma with her tea. 
VI 
O wind, why do you never rest 

Wandering, whistling to and fro, 
Bringing rain out of the west, 
From the dim north bringing snow. 
VII 
If a pig wore a wig 

What could we say? 
Treat him as a gentleman 

And say "Good day." 
If his tail chanced to fail 

What could we do ? 
Send him to the tailoress 
To get one new. 
VIII 
If all were rain and never sun, 
No bow could span the hill; 
If all were sun and never rain 
There'd be no rainbow still. 
XIX 
What does the donkey bray about ? 
What does the pig grunt through his snout ? 
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What does the goose mean by a hiss? 
Oh, Nurse, if you can tell me this, 
I'll give you a kiss. 

XX 
A pin has a head but has no hair; 
A clock has a face but no mouth there; 
Needles have eyes but they cannot see; 
A fly has a trunk without lock or key. 
A hill has no leg but has a foot; 
A wineglass a stem but not a root; 
Rivers run though they have no feet; 
A saw has teeth but it does not eat; 
Ash trees have keys yet never a lock, 
And baby crows without being a cock. 
XXI 
There is one that has a head without an eye, 

And there's one that has an eye without a head; 
You may find the answer if you try. 
And when all is said, 
Half the answer hangs upon a thread! 
XXII 
Three plum buns 

To eat here at the stile 
In the clover meadow 

For we have walked a mile. 
One for you and one for me 

And one left over; 
Give it to the boy who shouts 
To scare sheep from the clover. 
XXIII 
" Kookoorookoo ! kookoorookoo ! " 

Crows the cock before the morn; 
"Kikirikee! kikirikee!" 
Roses in the east are born. 
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" Kookoorookoo ! kookoorookoo ! " 

Early birds begin their singing; 
"Kikirikee! kikirikee!" 

The day, the day, the day is springing. 

XXIV 
Oh sailor, come ashore, 

What have you brought for me? 
Red coral, white coral, 

Coral from the sea. 
I did not dig it from the ground, 

Nor pluck it from a tree. 
Feeble insects made it 

In the stormy sea. 

XXV 
A diamond or a coal? 

A diamond if you please. 
Who cares about a clumsy coal 

Beneath the summer trees? 
A diamond or a coal? 

A coal, sir, if you please. 
One comes to care about the coal 

At times when waters freeze. 

IX 

Brown and furry 

Caterpillar in a hurry, 

Take your walk 

To the shady leaf or stalk, 

Or what not-, 

Which may be the chosen spot. 

No toad spy you, 

Hovering bird of prey pass by you; 

Spin and die 

To live again a butterfly. 
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X 
What does the bee do? 

Bring home honey. 
What does Father do? 

Bring home money. 
And what does Mother do ? 

Lay out the money. 
And what does baby do ? 

Eat up the honey. 

XI 

Rushes in a watery place, 

And reeds in a hollow; 
A soaring skylark in the sky, 

A darting swallow; 
And where pale blossoms used to hang 

Ripe fruit to follow. 

XII 

I dug and dug amongst the snow, 
And thought the flowers would never grow. 
I dug and dug amongst the sand, 
And still no green thing came to hand. 
Melt, O snow! the warm winds blow 
To thaw the flowers and melt the snow. 
But all the winds from every land 
Will rear no blossoms from the sand. 

XIII 

What is pink? a rose is pink 
By the fountains brink. 
What is red ? a poppy's red 
In its barley bed. 
What is blue? the sky is blue 
Where the clouds float through. 
What is white ? a swan is white 
Sailing in the light. 
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What is yellow? pears are yellow, 
Rich and ripe and mellow. 
What is green? The grass is green 
With small flowers between. 
What is violet? clouds are violet 
In the summer twilight. 
What is orange? why an orange 
Just an orange. 

XIV 
Boats sail on the rivers, 

And ships sail on the seas, 
But clouds that sail across the sky 

Are prettier far than these. 
There are bridges on the rivers 

As pretty as you please. 
But the bow that bridges heaven 

And overtops the trees 
And builds a road from earth to sky 

Is prettier far than these. 

XV 
Who has seen the wind? 

Neither I nor you. 
But when the leaves hang trembling 

The wind is passing through. 
Who has seen the wind? 

Neither you nor I. 
But when the trees bow down their heads 

The wind is passing by. 



